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PHYLUM PLATYHELMINTHES
General Characters

1. They have soft, elongated, bilaterally symmetrical body.

2. They are triploblastic. Ecto, meso and endoderm are present.

3. Anterior end has a definite head.

4. Respiratory and circulatory system are absent.

5. Digestive system, if present, is incomplete.

6. Excretory system includes flame cells or protonephridia.

7. Nervous system is primitive.

8. Some forms are free living while some are parasitic.

9. Parasitic forms lack sense organs.

10. Development may be direct or indirect with one or more than one larval stages.

11. Life cycle requires one or more than one hosts.

Class Turbellaria
1. Free living in fresh water or marine water.

2. Anterior end is differentiated into head.
3. Mouth is ventral and pharynx is protrusible.

4. Protonephridia are excretory organs.

5. Mostly hermaphrodite.

6. Reproduction by sexual and asexual methods and by regeneration.
Eg. Planaria
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Fig. 4.64. (A) Planaria, (B) Fasciola hepatica, (C) Taenia (tapeworm).




Class Trematoda
1. Adults are ecto or endoparasites commonly known as flukes.

2. Body is leaf like, elongated or oval.

3. Suckers are adhesive organs. 

4. Digestive system consists of pharynx, oesophagus and bifid intestine.

5. Protonephridia are excretory organs.

6. They are hermaphrodite.

7. Adults lack sense organs.

Eg. Fasciola hepatica

Class Cestoda
1. They are commonly called as tape worms.

2. They are endoparasites.

3. Body is divided into segments called as proglottids.

4. Body is divided into three portions – scolex, neck and strobila.

5. Three types of proglottids are present- immature, mature and gravid.

6. Mouth and alimentary canal are absent.

Eg. Taenia solium










